
The unofficial handover of OY-HJB at Eurocopter

Written by Rene Holdt, captain at DanCopter.

”In connection with DanCopter’sreception of OY-HJB I visited Eurocopterto attend the ”acceptance-flight" of this 
particular machine. We had two flights of each approx. 1-1 ½ hour –the flights were performed according to a detailed 
test form ensuring that we would get through all flight related aspects before the final approval and handover to 
DanCoptercould take place. 

The flights were performed by French test pilots under expert guidance from a test flight engineer sitting on the 
backseat ensuring that all points on the check list were executed correctly and that all parameters were written down. 
He made sure that the pilots did not ”forget” anything - they did not have any check lists themselves during the entire 
flight. I was sitting to the left and could, therefore, request for something to be demonstrated or repeated, if necessary. 
After a few minor adjustments the helicopter was ready to be handed over.

OY-HJB is a special machine as it is no. 900 in the Dauphin family as well as EC155 no. 100. Therefore, Eurocopter
decided to have a proper  celebrate and all employees who have worked on and with the Dauphin and EC155 
production were invited to the reception with champagne and a little bite to eat. In a speech a manager from 
Eurocopterexpressed his delight and pride with presenting this machine to DanCopterof all. DanCopteris fleet leader 
on this exact type of machine. On behalf of DanCopterKaj Kyllesbæk thanked for the nice words. It was a great 
experience for me and quite obviously also a great experience for many of the employees who were very proud of 
having taken part in the production of this machine. The cameras were busy as everyone wished to have their picture 
taken in front of the helicopter.

Two teams on the production line work on the same machine from start to finish. It can take up to 24 months provided 
that not all components are ready. When the helicopter is ready two very proud “teams” deliver  a machine which they 
have had the responsibility for during the entire process. 

After the unofficial handover in MarignaneJAT and GUN took the machine to Paris  Airport Le Bourget  where the 
official handover took place in connection with the “Paris Airshow”. 
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